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California is an economic powerhouse, accounting for 14.1 percent of the nation's gross 

domestic product (GDP) — the total value of goods and services produced in the year. Since 

the Golden State has no shortage of Fortune 500 companies like Google and Facebook and 

startups such as InstaCar and AppLovin, the state's high economic growth is no surprise. This 

volume and diversity of business in California can offer a range of potential career paths for 

students pursuing online business programs at any degree level. 

In order to thrive, California-based companies need a variety of business professionals to fuel 

their growth. For example, the state's entertainment and food industries look for creative 

marketing professionals who can perform market research and design and implement 

campaigns. Meanwhile, California's insurance and banking industries want degree-holding 

professionals to generate financial reports, direct investment activities, and develop strategies 

for long-term financial goals, and California's healthcare industry needs human resources 

professionals who can oversee recruiting, interviewing, and hiring. But these are just a few of 

the career options that graduates of online business programs in California can consider. 
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3 Facts about Business in California 

 The hotel industry is experiencing exponential growth in California. Despite the fact that construction 

costs have skyrocketed, new hotels are being built every day. According to Irvine-based Atlas 

Hospitality Group's midyear report, twenty-six hotels in the Golden State opened in the first half of 

2018. 

 To support micro-businesses (firms with five or fewer employees) in the state, the California 

Association for Micro Enterprise Opportunity (CAMEO) offers financing, technical assistance, and 

business management training to entrepreneurs and startups. CAMEO firms create 37,000 jobs for 

California's economy, making them invaluable to the state. 



 FinTech, which is the use of technology in the financial services industry to drive growth, has surged 

in California over the past few years. LendingClub, Square, and Prosper are several of the FinTech 

startups in the state that have revolutionized the world of finance in the state. 

How To Pick a Business Major That's Best For You? 

There are a wide range of business majors that students can pursue at accredited business 

schools in California, from marketing to accounting, from entrepreneurship to supply chain 

management. Because the state shares a border with Mexico and is a major travel hub to 

Asia, those who know a foreign language and like to travel may want to 

consider international business programs, which can be taken at many of the best business 

colleges in California. 

On the other hand, those who would like to have access to many different fields may wish to 

enroll in a marketing program. Marketing is a skill that can be useful to just about any kind of 

business, and it is in demand at many different businesses in California. Upon graduation, 

marketing students may be able to earn positions at ad agencies such as Echo-Factory or PR 

firms such as Blaze PR. 

Many online business schools in California also offer entrepreneurship programs, which can 

be great options for creative risk-takers who see themselves creating a new startup in the 

state. Students who enjoy math and could picture themselves working at a bank or investment 

firm in a city like San Francisco may benefit from financeprograms. And finally, programs 

that focus on sales or event planning may be a good route for extroverts who find joy in 

building strong relationships and are interested in working in account management/ sales 

positions at a California-based company like PayPal or Twitter. 

Most Popular Business Degrees in California 

Below is our ranking of the most popular Business degrees in California, based off how many 

degrees of each type were awarded by California schools in the 2017-18 school year. 
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Best Online Business Schools in California 

Here at OnlineColleges.com, we've created a list of the best online business schools in 

California to help prospective students find the ideal business school for their interests and 

needs. All the schools that landed a spot on our list offer a degree or certificate program in a 

business-related subject, either an online or hybrid format. The list was formulated using data 

from the National Center of Education Statistics. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Professional Business Organizations in California 

Professional business organizations can be an invaluable resource to students pursuing 

degrees at the best business colleges in California. They can serve as a great opportunity for 

students to gain additional knowledge in their fields of study and to network with 

professionals who may be able to help them land an internship or job. 



 Small Business California, San Francisco 

 Professional BusinessWomen of California, Walnut Creek 

 California Association of Business Brokers, Fresno 

 California Small Business Association, Los Angeles 

 American Marketing Association, Chapters in Inland Empire, Los Angeles, Orange County, 

Sacramento Valley, San Diego, and San Francisco 
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