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10 Best Online Healthcare Schools in California 

 

Californians are not getting any younger. In fact, predictions say that by 2030, one in five of 

the state's residents will be of retirement age. The aging population in the Golden State is 

only one of the many reasons that healthcare professionals who have graduated from 

online healthcare schools in California are in high demand and are likely to continue to be in 

the coming years. 

Registered nurses (RNs) and nurse practitioners (NPs) from accredited healthcare schools in 

California are needed to provide quality care to senior citizens in the 1,250 licensed long-

term care nursing facilities that currently exist in the state. In addition, these nursing facilities 

use medical billers and coders and medical office professionals with expertise in healthcare 

management and medical office administration to keep their operations running smoothly. 

However, according to a report by the University of California San Francisco, many Chief 

Nursing Officers in California are finding it difficult to recruit nurses for the specialized 

positions they need filled. In addition, more than 90 percent of hospitals in the Golden State 

have found that the demand for nurses in California is greater than the available supply. If 

you'd like to take advantage of the demand for any of these careers, earning an education 
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from one of the many accredited healthcare schools in California can be an advantageous first 

step. 

3 Facts about Healthcare in California 

 Seven million Californians reside in Health Professional Shortage Areas and are in need of healthcare 

professionals to provide them with quality care. Health Professional Shortage Areas are areas of a U.S. 

state that are facing shortfalls of primary care, mental health care, and/or dental care. 

 The California Future Health Workforce Commission is working to eliminate the shortage of primary 

care in the state by 2030. It is doing so by maximizing the roles of nurse practitioners and expanding 

college pipeline programs to bring low-income and underrepresented professionals to the healthcare 

industry. 

 To help individuals and families with low incomes receive access to the care they need, when they 

need it, at an affordable price, the California Health Care Foundation was created. It promotes 

healthcare careers in low-income areas and secures various grants to fund initiatives that aid in 

improving healthcare in the state. 

Most Popular Healthcare Degrees in California 

Below is our ranking of the most popular Healthcare degrees in California, based off how 

many degrees of each type were awarded by California schools in the 2017-18 school year. 

 

Best Healthcare Careers in California 

Although healthcare-related occupations may be similar from state to state, there can be 

variations due to various factors, such as performance of certain industries. Considering the 

sheer size of California — the Golden State is the third largest state in the U.S. — and of its 

cities — according to Ballotpedia.org, three of the 10 biggest cities in America are in 

California — it's no surprise that California needs a lot of healthcare facilities: hospitals, 



doctor's offices, public health agencies. And those facilities need people to run them: medical 

assistants, physician assistants, phlebotomists, billers and coders, health services managers 

and more. 

In addition, since California attracts movie stars and big-time business executives, it's no 

surprise that massage therapists are in demand to work at luxury spas such as Cal-a-Vie 

Health Spa and Sense Spa at Rosewood CordeValle. This may also explain the prevalence of 

occupational therapists and physical therapist assistants, who may be needed to help with 

anything from a stunt-based injury, to a skiing accident at Big Bear, to the physical 

consequences of having a day job sitting in a Silicon Valley office. 

How To Pick a Healthcare Major That's Best For 

You? 

There are a plethora of healthcare majors that students can pursue at the best healthcare 

schools in California. But with so many to choose from, which healthcare major is the best 

for you? 

Students who are searching for a healthcare career that can give them many options after 

graduation should consider the field of nursing. Nurses from the best healthcare colleges in 

California can be seen throughout the state, working at large hospitals such as UCSF Medical 

Center or Cedar-Sinai Medical Center. They may also hold positions at schools, doctors' 

offices, and nursing homes like Arroyo Vista Nursing Center or Piners Nursing Home. 

On the other hand, students who are detail-oriented and interested in a healthcare career that 

does not involve directly caring for patients may be more interested in medical billing and 

coding, healthcare informatics or medical office administration. Degrees and certificates in 

these fields can be earned at multiple online healthcare schools in California, and they open 

the door to several positions that take a supportive role to client-facing nurses and physicians. 

Sweetening the deal, medical billers and coders are often able to work from home, which can 

save them long commutes in highly-trafficked cities such as Los Angeles or San Francisco. 

Best Online Healthcare Schools in California 

Prospective students can use this ranking of the best online healthcare schools in California to 

find the right school for their specific career aspirations. Each of the schools on our list holds 

official accreditation and offers at least one degree or certificate program in a healthcare-

related subject, either in an online or hybrid format. We ranked these schools using data from 

the National Center of Education Statistics (NCES), analyzing factors such as tuition costs 

and number of online programs offered in order to help you to make an informed decision. 
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Please be aware that many online healthcare programs require some form of face-to-face 

learning at some point. Some schools may require students to take specific courses on-

campus rather than online. However, others may only require certain labs or exams to be 

conducted in person. Many online colleges have arrangements with other schools or hospitals 

around the country so distance learners can complete in-person requirements in their area, but 

not all of them. Always make sure you know what your program and/or courses may require 

before you commit to an online healthcare program. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Professional Healthcare Organizations in California 

Students pursuing online healthcare programs in California may benefit from joining one or 

more professional healthcare organizations. These organizations can give them opportunities 

to network with other healthcare students and professionals, which may even help them land 

their first job or internship. Many such organizations represent and campaign for their field in 

regards to legal matters, affecting how healthcare professionals can practice. Some also 

maintain informational blogs or newsletters, or offer memberships to healthcare-related 

publications. 

There are many benefits to joining such organizations, so it's worth being aware of which 

ones are available for you. 

 American Nurses Association California, Sacramento 

 California Association of Healthcare Leaders, San Francisco 

 Women in Health Administration of Southern California, Los Angeles 

 San Diego Black Nurses Association, Inc., San Diego 
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